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It is a place
where dreams
are nurtured,
where hope is
brought to life,
where severe
challenges are
met with
profound love.

It IS St. Mary's.
e
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Mass off ennlgs
Remember your loved ones
by having a Mass
celebrated in St. Mary's
Chapel. A memorial card
will be sent (o

acknowledge your gift.

For information call

St. Mary's at (318) 445-6443
or write to us at;

St. Mary's

the news fro:n
st. mary's

MESSAGE FROM SR. CARLA BERTANI, OLS, ST. MARY’S ADMINISTRATOR

Entrusting God’s Children

I'he success of St. Mary's is partly needs of each of our residents. One
due to our willingness to make characteristic tough, has remained
the necessary changes to meet the constant throughout our history and

that is to serve children, a mission we
received from our founder, Bishop
Charles P. Greco. Today, St. Mary's is
the only residential facility within the
State of Lowsiana that admits and cares
for children with severe and profound
developmental disabilities and autism as
young as age three years.

To entrust one's own child to
the care of another is an anguishing
decision. Our stafl admires and

= continued on page 6

A Hotel Becomes a Home of Hope

This year marks the 100th anniversary celebration for the Diocese of Alexandria. Throughout
the year, Bishop Herzog will use his message to share the history and mission of St. Mary’s.
St. Mary’s Residential Training
School began as a dream of Bishop
Charles P. Greco. During his early
years as Bishop of the Diocese of
Alexandria, Bishop Greco made his
dream known to all that he came
into contact with. This prompted a
woman to call Bishop Greco in 1954,
She told the bishop that she wanted
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A Message from David Martin, President, St. Mary's Families and Friends
Join in the Activites of St. Mary’s Families and Friends

Since our last newsletter, the
St. Mary's Families & Friends
group (SMFF) has been active
in its mission to benefit the
residents and help the staff of
St. Mary's Residential Training
School.

this party a reality — Maggie

Saari for planning, purchasing,

decorating and hosting the party,

and o Cindy & Randy Perking

for their help with preparations

and greeting guests, Great Job!
The residents of St. Mary's

St. Mary's employee Dawn Thacker and
parent Maggie Saart enjoy the beautiful
decorations at the Employee Chnstmas
Party.

In December, SMEF
presented its annual Employees
Christmas Party. The party is
held to thank the entire stalt of
St. Mary's for their efforts on
behalf of the residents. It runs
from 6 am to 3 pm in order to
allow all 3 shifts (o participate.
This year's theme was “The
Nutcracker” and there were
dozens of nutcrackers sized from
Christmas tree decorations all
the way up to a 6 foot lighted
model. All decorations were
given away as door prizes to the
lucky staff members.

Instead of giving away turkeys
as had been past practice,

SMFF gave cach staff member

a S15 Wal-Mart gift card to buy

a turkey or whatever else they
wished. I want to thank several of
the SMFF members for making

st. mary'sm >

were the special guests of
the Amicus Club Rodeo,
held on January 15th and
16th at the Rapides Parish
Coliscum. The Amicus
Club has been a supporting
friend of St. Mary's for many
decades. SMFF members
helped out again with the
Amicus Club Rodeo by
staffing a concession stand
and performing door
patrol duties. Jim Hollier
once again organized the SMFF
volunteers, and he wishes 1o
thank them all: Kathy and Jerry
Barrington, Gail Childress,
Bonnie Dooley, Margie Fell,
Renee & Logan Fontenot, Don
Fowler, Matthew Hollier, Angic
Luman, David Martin, Maggic
Saari, and Susan Smith.

In February, volunteers from
SMFF will aid the St. Mary's staff
during the Mardi Gras school
holiday, when the residents paint
the bowls and mugs that will be
sold during the Greco Bowl.

March 21! Mark your
calendars for the Family Fun Day
and the SMFF annual meeting.
Family Fun Day runs on campus
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and
is followed by the SMFF annual
meeting, also held on campus.
To accommodate Family Fun
Day, the weekly Mass will be held
on Saturday, 3/20 at 4:00 pm,
rather than on Sunday morning,

There will be Moonwalks,
activities, and lunch sponsored
by the Amicus Club. St. Mary's
Families and Friends group
purchased new putters and
goll balls for the miniature golf
course on campus. Join the fun
on March 21,

The 3rd Annual Greco Bowl
fundraiser will be held on Sunday,
April 25th from | 1:30a.m. to
2:00p.m. at River Ouaks Arts
Center in Alexandria. Chel Folse
will again donate the ingredients
and his talents to create for us
a new recipe = shrimp, broccoli
& corn bisque. SMFF volunteers
donate their tme by staffing the
preparation, exccution and clean-
up of this event.

The Grand Bayou Charity
Challenge in Belle Rose on
April 16, 17 and 18 will have
SMEF volunteers helping with
concessions and gate activities,
The sponsor of this event, the
Christopher Hecker Foundation,
donates the proceeds o St,
Mary's Autism program.

The stated mission of the
St. Mary’s Families and Friends
Group is to help St. Mary's
and to enrich the lives of the
residents. This has become my
goal. I urge you to make it your
goal, too. Please email me or
give me a call to join us in that
effort by volunteering to help at
these upcoming events.

David Martin

You can contact me at
318-798-3533 or via email at
S ATYSDATE® v

auduboncable.net




St. Mary’s Residents Training To Participate
In Area Relay For Life

St. Mary's Autism Center has organized a team to participate in Central Louisiana’s Chapter of the s ',7,‘.‘/.
American Cancer Society's Relay For Life. Relay For Life is a worldwide event that offers everyone in a a o
community to participate in the fight against cancer. \“: "

During the weekend of April 16th and 17th, members - :‘

of St. Mary's stafl and approximately twenty-five of St. oy e

Mary's residents will be walking around the track at Ut

Holy Savior Menard High School to show their support (@ ’A
and commitment to help raise funds and awareness to

AW ag
save lives from cancer. :’“Q;
“St. Mary’s is a vital part of the Central Louisiana ,R{",_'b,;

community and we want to show our support for this a ;.{

important cause.” stated Sister Carla Bertani. *Our .1,,0:
residents are very excited to be a part of this major B~ia
community event and they will be an inspiration to all SR
who come out to join in this effort.” a’{-;“‘ o

ST

[
[Jennifer Thorpe walks with Noni and Matthew Alant
in preparation for Relay For Life. N ’ s
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H t I Mary’s. Word quickly spread ol England Air Force Base was ‘\\ u:
ote comtinued from page 1| this facility that cared for children | identified and after some very » T ‘
Bishop Greco called a friend with developmental disabilities | serious negotiations, Bishop Rem oy
who agreed to give him the money | and within three years, the sisters | Greco secured the property with [ ’A
for the purchase of the hotel. He | were caring for 180 children from | two ninety-nine year leases for the < s
made another call and received 99 states. sum of $1.00. R:’:Q

$10,000 to repair the hotel that Because the hotel was With the land in hand, Ton i
would become the first location constructed ol wood, the bishop Bishop Greco turned to his fellow X3 /
for St. Mary’s Residential Training | was very concerned about the Knights of Columbus to secure ] “;,a:
School. danger of fire. He found out that the necessary funds to build a ' O
His next contact was to the the state fire marshal shared the new home for the children of St A |
Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows. same concern. This prompted Mary's. Between the years of 1971 ;{‘;r" o
The sisters were teaching African the bishop to look for a new until 1974, Bishop Greco oversaw (@ ./é
American children in the nearby location and solicit funds for the the construction of the new /.
town of Moreauville. He asked construction of a modern facility. | buildings. On May 6, 1974, with a ;‘.,,nk
that seven of the thirteen sisters In the late 1960's, Bishop the help of military personnel e s
to come help him open this home | Greco started contacting area from England Air Force Base, -\{)-’.’7*.,/‘
that would care for God's special legislators to seek their help in the children of St. Mary's moved Siam o
children. securing a large tract of land that to their new home in Alexandria ide
On September 15, 1954 would be closer to the medical which has served as the nucleus ,\\ .
Bishop Greco and the sisters facilities in Alexandria. Several ever since. ¥ “"““
welcomed six children 1o St acres located behind the former [ -,;







